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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am writing to introduce myself; I am the Designated Person in school / the setting with lead responsibility for 

promoting the educational outcomes for young people that have been previously looked after.  If this is relevant to 

your family, please read on. Each September we remind parents and carers that the deadline for the Pupil Premium 

Plus self-declaration is in late October, when our school census is completed. 

If your child was previously looked after by a Local Authority and is now adopted, subject to a special guardianship 

order or a child arrangement order, the school can claim a grant (currently £2,345) each year to support the social, 

emotional and educational needs of this group of children. 

This can be done by contacting Miss Somers. The Department for Education requires you to provide evidence of your 

child’s status, this will allow Miss Somers to complete a tick box on our school census to obtain funding. Please be 

reassured that such evidence and information will be treated in the strictest confidence and names or details of 

children are not part of the census.  

Please be aware that you must make this declaration each time your child moves to a new school, so if this is your 

child’s first year with us we would be grateful if you could let us know. If you have previously made a declaration then 

you are not required to make it again. 

This information is used for funding purposes only. If you wish school staff to know about your child’s status in order to 

better understand and support them we would welcome a discussion. Miss Sommers is our named member of staff 

with lead responsibility for children who have been previously looked after, adopted or who are living under a special 

guardianship order.  

How is the funding used? 

It is important to understand that the Pupil Premium Plus is not ring-fenced funding for the child that attracts it. This 

gives the school flexibility to decide how the additional funding can best be deployed to have the maximum impact. 

Schools can, for example, decide to train their staff in recognising and responding to attachment-related issues, or 

provide tailored support for an adopted child that is in excess of the value of the individual premium. As a school we 

welcome discussions from parents and carers on how the Pupil Premium Plus is used to support your child and are 

transparent about our spending of this funding- please see our annual Pupil Premium Report on our website. 

To contact Miss Somers please email elle.somers@midlandat.co.uk.  

I look forward to working with you. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr Alex Ward 

Vice Principal  
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